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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 2fR I^mJ "'^^ """'"'S "'tt-is communication, even if timely filSn«yredu^ fny 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a]a This actionls FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

JJU Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot for fnrmairY,a«^rc 

Disposition of Claims 

^^ ''T ''T- ^ P^"^'"^ ^PP"cation. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s)___ is/are allowed: 

6) n Claim(s) is/are. rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to 

m Clalm(s) 3-,. . 2,-3. , ..^.7 ^;are,„l,ec...,^clonand/orele.^on.«,ul,e.em. 
Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

3.a Cop es Of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In thisliSnal Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) ^ 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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!)□ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948} 

3) 123 ^n Di^sclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/IVIail Date 7/3/2003 ^ 



U.S. Patent and Trademar1< Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) U Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Claims 3-19, 21-34, 36. 37, 39-46 and 48-62 are pending in tiris application. 

1. ™s»PPB':»'ion<»ntainsclainK directed to lie foUowtogpatentoblydisto 
of the claimed invention: 

a) Species I, e.g. Sets of claims 3-10, 58 and 49-57: Method forming a 
conductive capacitor plug in a capacitor-over bit Hhe memory array. 

b) Species II, e.g. Sets of claims 11- 19: Method of forming contact opening in a 
capacitor-over bit line memory array. 

c) Species III, e.g. Sets of claims 43, 39-42, and 44, and 45-46, and 48: Method 

of forming a memory array. 

d) Species IV, e.g. Sets of claims 29. 34 and 36-37, 62: Method of forming a 
capacitor over bit line memory array. 

e) Species V, e.g. Sets of claims 21-24, 27-28, 59, 60 and 25-26, 61: Etching an 
array of capacitor contact openings in a capacitor-over bit line memoiy array. 

2. Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claims is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claim is generic. Applicant is advised that a 
response to this requirement must mclude an identification of the species that is elected 
consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all clahns readable thereon, mcludmg any 
claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is all claims are generic is considered 
non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 
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3. Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent forni or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 C.F.R. 1.141. If claims are added 
after the selection, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
M.P.E.P. 809.02(a). Should applicant traverse on the ground that'the species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is 
the case, to either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the 
prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 of tiie 
other invention. 



4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, 
the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 C.f!r. 1.48(b) if one or more of ' 
the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a diligently-filled 
petition under 37 C.F.R. 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(h). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung A. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-1784. 
The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 4:30pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished appUcations is available through Private PAIR only For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2818 



